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2005 BUDGET BRIEFING NOTE: Disposal of Residue
Material

Issue/Background:

At its meeting on January 6, 2005, the Works Committee reviewed the 2005 Budget submission of
the Solid Waste Management Services Division and requested, the Acting Commissioner of Works
and Emergency Services to prepare a Briefing Note providing more detail with respect to the disposal
of residue material.

Key Point(s):

In 2004, a total of 179,586 tonnes of Blue and Grey Box recyclable materials, consisting of paper,
cardboard, glass bottles and jars, aluminum cans and rigid trays, metal can, plastic bottles and jugs,
milk and juice cartons, drinking boxes and residue material were processed by the Solid Waste
Management Division.

The recyclable materials are processed at the City’s various material recovery facilities. These
facilities mechanically separate the mixed recyclable materials into individual materials for shipment
to the various end markets.  In 2004, 179,586 tonnes of recyclable materials were processed, resulting
in 165,649 tonnes of “finished” and marketed product. The remaining 13,937 tonnes represented
residue material.

Residue material from the recycling program predominantly represents unsolicited items collected in
the Blue and Grey Box recycling program. Residue items include, but are not limited to the
following: waxed cardboard, plastic film, plastic toys and hangers, plastic tubs and lids, general
garbage, clothing, polystyrene products, glass fragments, paper product, etc.

Residue material is delivered to the City’s transfer stations and loaded onto transfer trailers for final
disposal in Michigan.

In 2005, staff will continue to explore domestic and international markets interested in the residue
material for diversion uses rather than landfill.

Conclusion:

In 2004, the City processed 179,586 tonnes of Blue and Grey Box recyclable materials. 13,937 tonnes
or 7.8%, by weight, of the recyclable materials processed were residue material. The industry average
in Ontario for residue material from material recovery facilities is approximately 10%.

Residue material is delivered to the City’s transfer stations and loaded onto transfer trailers for final
disposal in Michigan.
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